
  

URBAN POVERTY IN BHOPAL 

Urban poverty is alarmingly high within Madhya Pradesh. 

Muskaan works with the most marginalised urban poor 

slum children and their communities in Bhopal city. 

Children are typically seen as ‘slum’ children, ‘child labour’ 

or ‘rag-picking’ children or children ‘working’ at home. They 

are also referred to as ‘never-enrolled’ or ‘drop-outs’.  

 

WHY ARE THESE CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING 

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS? 

× they are rebuked and humiliated at school for 

their class and identity 

× irrelevant curriculum does not relate to their life 

experiences 

× rote learning and rigidity in rules and methods is 

non-engaging and ineffective 

× parents are unschooled 

× scrap-picking commitments and working to 

support the family’s subsistence 

× vulnerability to poor health and family violence 

× girls are pressured to marry and have family on 

reaching puberty 

× study at home is difficult in the slums  

Slum children are trapped in a cycle of poverty 

THE MUSKAAN MODEL 

MUSKAAN uses engaging, child-centred teaching methods 

with quality curriculum relevant to the daily life 

experiences of the child. Muskaan brings these learnings to 

the government schools, actively aiming to strengthen the 

government school system.  

Muskaan’s (Direct) Education programs 

���� Balwadis (Preschools) in the basti communities  

(450 children) 

���� Muskaan’s learning centre (150 children)  

���� Classes within the Basti communities (380 children) 

���� School Hostel (40 children) 

���� Bal Melas (fairs) sharing effective teaching practices 

and celebrating crafts & cultural identity (6 per year) 

 

Muskaan’s Government School Strengthening 

program 

���� Muskaan staff mentor government school teachers 

across 15 government schools. 

���� Muskaan staff provide remedial lessons for 

underachieving government school children. 

���� Muskaan staff provide library sessions for 

government school students and promoting literacy. 

Muskaan’s teachings reach over 4,000 children. 

Muskaan’s Community Intervention program 

Muskaan staff also work in the areas of Health, Savings, 

Livelihood and Women Empowerment.  

SUCCESS STORIES  

The success of Muskaan’s programs must be seen at an 

individual level – the development of self identity, self 

confidence and recognition of achievable opportunities. 

This may be reflected in the story of the child who obtains 

basic literacy levels which enable him to be a driver instead 

of a labourer, or the story of Jyoti, a young girl who 

reached level 8 and left to have her family. She now runs a 

library and reading classes for other mums in her basti. 

Seven students have successfully completed college 

degrees and obtained professional employment! 

Neelum – BSc (Domestic Science - Nutrition)  

Pooja - Bachelor of Visual Arts  

Chandni - Bachelor of Arts (Political Science and Sociology) 

Chanda - Bachelor of Arts (Dance and Music)  

Geeta, Preeti & Bali - Bachelor of Arts  

Several others are presently undertaking college degrees. 

50-60 students appear for Board examinations each year.  

Some students progress to Vocational Training courses 

such as auto mechanics, brick-making, sewing and 

beautician.   

A track record of success! 



  

THE MUSKAAN DREAM  

– A PERMANENT CAMPUS 

 
Since commencing on the streets of Bhopal in 1997, 

Muskaan has lead a “gypsy life” with classes held on 

roadsides, parks, rented buildings and in disused 

government buildings. 

 
Funds are being raised for a dedicated campus, being 

built on the outskirts of Bhopal and near the slum 

communities that Muskaan serves. 

 
Turning the Muskaan dream into a reality 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

Contribute to Muskaan’s work and help give these children 

a future through accessible, effective and relevant 

education! There are many opportunities for financial and 

volunteer support for Muskaan’s programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

���� A Tax Deductible Donation via Rotary 

Donations can be made online at: 

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/Default.aspx?ProjectID=743&ReturnTo=4 

 (Muskaan School Project, India)  

���� Direct Donation to Muskaan Support Australia     

BSB 063-112     Account 10454842 

(Provide your name & phone no. in Ref. details) 

 

���� Attend Muskaan Support Australia’s Fundraising 

Events…. We put the FUN into fundraising! 

www.MuskaanSupportAustralia.com 

 

���� Buy a Kite! – Fly a Kite! 

Buy a Muskaan kite today for just $7 and open life 

opportunities for children from the slums of Bhopal 

 

���� Join a volunteers trip to Muskaan  

Come to Bhopal and share your skills and experience 

with the students and staff – Seeing is Believing! 

 

Please contact Marion or Kevin at Muskaan Support 

Australia Inc. (+61 3  9431 1008) to explore ways you can 

assist.    Email: MuskaanSupportAust@hotmail.com 

Muskaan Support 

Australia Inc.  

ABN 81720151754 

 

Muskaan 
Building Hope, 

Respect and 

Life Opportunities 
for children from the slum 

communities of Bhopal, India 

through 

Engaging and 

Relevant Education

 


